Anterior cruciate ligament healing and advances in imaging.
Graft healing and maturation are important considerations during the rehabilitation process. Histologic studies have identified the stages of graft healing following anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) reconstruction. Correlations between histology and radiographic findings have allowed for the development of noninvasive methods to assess graft maturity. Important information regarding graft vascularity and incorporation of the graft to host bone can be obtained from imaging modalities. The role of noninvasive means in the evaluation of patients following ACL reconstruction continues to develop as these powerful tools evolve.